
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI 
FAMILY COURT DIVISION 

AT INDEPENDENCE 
 
In re the marriage of     ) 
       ) 

,    ) 
       ) 
   Petitioner,   ) 
       ) 
 and      ) Case No  
       ) 

     ) Division:  
       ) 
   Respondent,   ) 
       ) 

,    ) 
       ) 
   Third-Party Respondent. ) 
 

JUDGMENT AND DECREE OF DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE 
 
 On the 8th day of December, 2020, and the 11th Day of December, 2020, Petitioner, 

, appeared in person virtually, and by her attorney, ; 

Respondent, , having been duly served, appeared in person virtually, and by his 

attorney, ; Third-Party Respondent,  appeared by its attorney 

of record, .  Evidence was heard and the matter was taken under advisement by 

the Courtl 

 Now on this 3rd day of August, 2021, The Court makes the following findings and 

judgments in this cause:  

FINDINGS 
 

1. That Petitioner filed a Petition for Dissolution of Marriage on November 24, 

2019. 
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2. That thirty (30) days have elapsed since the filing of Petitioner's Petition for 

Dissolution of Marriage. 

3. That Respondent was served by civil process on December 8, 2019. 

4. That Respondent’s counsel entered his appearance and filed an Answer and 

Counter-Petition for Dissolution of Marriage on January 30, 2020. 

5. That there were no children born of or adopted by the parties. 

6. That Petitioner is and has been a resident of the State of Missouri for more than 

ninety (90) days immediately preceding the filing of the Petition and currently resides at  

 Lake Lotawana, Missouri 64086. 

7. That Respondent is and has been a resident of the State of Missouri for more than 

ninety (90) days immediately preceding the filing of the Petition and currently resides at  

Belton, Missouri 64012. 

8. That Petitioner and Respondent were married on February 2, 2017, in 

Harrisonville, Missouri, and that said marriage is registered in Cass County, Missouri. 

9. That Petitioner and Respondent separated on or about September 6, 2019. 

10. That Petitioner is currently employed by , ., Suite 200, 

Kansas City, Missouri 64112, and her Social Security Number is  

11. That Respondent is currently employed by .,  

Lenexa, Kansas 66215 and his Social Security Number is . 

12. That irreconcilable differences have led to an irretrievable breakdown of the 

marriage; that there remains no reasonable likelihood that the marriage of Petitioner and 

Respondent can be preserved; and, therefore, the marriage is irretrievably broken. 

13. That both parties are over the age of eighteen (18) years of age. 
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14. That Petitioner is not now pregnant. 

15. That neither Petitioner nor Respondent is a member of any branch of the Armed 

Forces of the United States or any of its allies. 

16. That neither party requests maintenance from the other party and both parties 

waive their right to maintenance from the other.  

17. Petitioner has not requested restoration of her maiden name.   

18. That this Court has jurisdiction over the parties and the subject matter herein and 

venue is proper. 

19. The sole issue before the Court that is in contention is the division of the parties’ 

assets and debts.   

20. The parties agree that the following items are either non-marital or should be 

granted as listed to the appropriate party for the reasons stated below for purposes of the 

dissolution pending before the Court: 

a.   2013 Harley Davidson Street Glide 1687cc motorcycle – owned by Respondent prior 

to the marriage. 

b.  2008 Ford F350 – owned by Respondent prior to the marriage. 

c.  2007 Ford F150 – owned by Respondent prior to the marriage. 

d.  Northwestern Mutual Term Life Policies in Petitioner’s name. – owned by Petitioner 

(no cash value). 

e.  Northwestern Mutual Whole Life Policy in Petitioner’s name – owned by Petitioner 

(no cash value). 

f.  Northwestern Mutual Term Life Policy in Respondent’s name. – owned by 

Respondent (no cash value) 
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g.  Household goods and furnishings – divided by the parties 

21. The parties disagree concerning the remaining assets and debts at issue in the case 

including the value of said assets and debts and/or whether said assets and debts are marital or 

non-marital in nature.   

22. The Court finds that the following assets and debts are in need of division by the 

Court: 

a. Proceeds from sale of court reporting business,  (Value: 

$1.950,000.00) 

b. Proceeds from sale of Harrisonville home, the marital residence. (Value: 

$72,279.84)  

c.  acreage (Value $60,000) 

d. Lake Lotawana home, (Value $435,000) (Purchased w/proceeds from sale of 

) 

e.  401(k) (Value 6,413) 

f. Northwestern Mutual rollover IRA (Value $268,921) 

g. . 410(k) (Value 83,930) 

h.  Employee Stock Ownership Plan (Value $160,566) 

i. 2018 Mahindra Roxor (Value $14,000/debt owed $14,000) 

j. 2017 Infiniti QX30 (Value 12,000) 

k. Ford 655A backhoe (Value 8,000/debt 6,000) 

l. NASB account 763 (Value 2,936) 

m. NASB account 721 (Value 7,536) 

n. Commerce Bank account 3873 (value 644.00) 
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o. Commerce Bank savings account 9297 (value $32,801) (Remaining proceeds 

from sale of Harrisonville house) 

p. Commerce Bank account 9736  acct) (Value 83,331) 

q. Northwestern Mutual account 8594 (value 1,000,379)(Proceeds from sale of 

) 

r. Barclays Credit Card Debt ($8,000) 

s. Estimated Tax Debt ($558,090) 

23. The Court makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law with 

respect to the assets and debts of the marriage set forth above.   

24. The parties purchased property jointly after they had married located at  

 Road in Kansas City, Missouri.  The parties took out a loan on said property and 

paid on the loan during the marriage.  Following the sale of the marital home, Petitioner took 

proceeds of the sale of the marital home, which she claims to be non-marital, and paid the lien on 

the property.  Both parties agree that the property is valued at $60,000.00.  Petitioner maintains 

that the  property is non-marital while Respondent argues it is marital in nature.  

25.  property was acquired during the marriage and paid off by 

wife, from the proceeds of the sale of the marital home, which the Court finds to be non-marital 

property with a marital interest.  The  property was purchased during the marriage 

and there was no compelling testimony to rebut the presumption that the property is marital.  

Wife chose to pay off the property lien during the marriage using partial non-marital funds.  The 

Court finds that said payment qualified as a gift to the marital unit.  The Court heard no credible 

evidence from either party that would presumptively establish that it was the parties’ intent that 

the property in question become non-marital property as a result of wife paying said property off 
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with alleged non-marital funds.  The  property is therefore marital and valued by 

the Court at $60,000.   

26. The next asset in which the Court needs to make a determination is the proceeds 

of the sale of .  Petitioner has been a court reporter for over 25 

years.  Prior to the marriage, in 2007, Petitioner opened her own court reporting business and 

added two partners.  Then in 2010, again prior to the marriage, the business was owned by 

Petitioner and , with each having a fifty percent stake in the company.  In April 

of 2017, after Petitioner’s marriage to Respondent, Petitioner acquired  one-

half interest in the business and the Limited Liability Company was re-named , 

LLC doing business as ”.  On February 10, 2020, Petitioner sold her entire 

business interest to . for the contracted sum of 1.95 million Dollars ($1,950,000.00).  

27. Petitioner admits that she acquired one-half of her interest in /The 

 after the date of the marriage.  Petitioner testified that she paid  

$30,000.00 cash out of the business account and that she assumed over $200,000.00 in liabilities 

on behalf of  as part of the sale of the business from  to Petitioner.  

Petitioner testified the same terms were available to her if she wanted to walk away from the 

business and sell her interest in the business to her then business partner .   Petitioner 

further testified that the business was in bad shape at the time she acquired the entire portion of 

the business and that it had a negative net worth at the time of the acquisition.  

28. A business interest acquired during a marriage is marital property.  During the 

marriage Petitioner used her marital efforts together with some help from the Respondent to 

build the value of the company.  Petitioner testified that for approximately two years during the 

parties’ marriage, she operated her business primarily out of the marital home.  Petitioner also 
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testified that  the acquiring company, is a national company that was looking to gain a 

foothold in the Kansas City market at the time of the sale which operated to raise the value of the 

company in general.  The transfer documents evidence that Petitioner was being paid $1.95 

million because Petitioner had built up the company’s value running it as , 

.  

29. The Court received evidence by two experts in the field of accounting and 

business valuation.  The experts’ testimony varied widely.  The Court has considered the 

experts’ testimony and their positions and incorporates the same as part of the Court’s findings.   

30. The Court finds that the proceeds from the sale of ooper 

are part marital and part non-marital.  Petitioner owned one-half the company prior to the 

marriage and she acquired the other one-half the company during the marriage.  The company 

sold for 1.95 million of which $975,000.00, one-half (50%), is Petitioner’s non-marital property.  

The remaining $975,000.00, one-half (50%), is found to be marital property.   

31. The Court finds that Petitioner received 1,810,000.00 prior to trial and was owed 

and presumably paid, $140,000 from  in February 2021 for a total of $1,950,000.00.  

These funds are accounted for as follows and the Court finds that all of these assets/expenditures 

are to be set aside to Petitioner as her sole and separate property: 

Lake Lotawana Home  (purchase price)    435,000 

Northwestern Mutual #8594      1,000,379 

Commerce Bank Act. #9736      83,331 

February 2021 payment      140,000 

Improvements to Lake Lotawana Home/Donations/ 
living expenses/son’s cars      291,290  
 
TOTAL:         $1,950,000 
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32. Both parties agree that the 2018 Mahindra Roxor vehicle is marital and has some 

$14,000.00 in debt upon it.  The value of the Roxor appears to be no more than is owed on it.  

The parties do not differ significantly on the value of the Roxor or the debt owed upon it.  Thus 

the Court finds that the Mahindra Roxor is marital and gives it a value of zero. 

33. The 2017 Infiniti was purchased and paid off during the marriage by Petitioner.  

The Court accepts Respondent’s value and determines the Infiniti to be worth $12,000.00 with 

no debt owed and is a marital asset. 

34. The Ford Backhoe is marital by agreement of the parties.  It has a debt on it of 

$6,000.00 owed to Respondent’s mother which both parties acknowledge.  Respondent valued it 

at 6,000 and Petitioner set its value at 10,000.  The Court finds the backhoe is marital and is 

worth $8,000.00 and therefore has a net worth of $2,000, given the debt owed upon it. 

35. The following bank accounts are found to be marital in nature: 

 a.  Commerce Bank #3873 in the amount of $644.00.   

b.  NASB #763 in the amount of $2,936.00 

c.  NASB #721 in the amount of $7,536.00 

d.  Commerce Bank #2213 in the amount of $12.00 

36. The Court finds that Commerce Bank #9297 with a value of $32,851.00 if found 

to be non-marital in nature and shall be set aside to Petitioner.  This account balance represents 

the remainder of the funds from the sale of the marital home in Harrisonville, Missouri which 

was sold for a net balance of $72,280.00. The Court finds that the remainder of the proceeds, 

$32,851.00, from the sale are non-marital. 
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37. Petitioner maintains a securities fund account in the amount of $1,000,379.00 at 

Northwestern Mutual.  The funds in this account accrued from the sale of  

. 

38. Both parties agree that Petitioner’s  401k is marital and is worth 

$6,413.00.   

39. Petitioner holds a Northwestern Mutual IRA in the amount of $268,921.00.  The 

parties agree that $33,253.00 is the martial portion and $235,668.00 is the non-marital portion of 

said asset. 

40. . ESOP is in Respondent’s name and is currently worth $160,566.00.  

The pre-marital value of this asset was $19,995.00.  The Court determines that the non-marital 

portion of this asset is $19,995.00 and the marital portion as $140,571.00 

41. 401(k) is in Respondent’s name.  It has a current value of $59,314.00 

after the loan against it is taken into consideration.  The pre-marital value of the fund was 

$15,181.00.  The fund had reached a value of $83,930.00 prior to Respondent taking out a loan.  

The loan amount at the time of trial was $24,616.00.  The Court finds the net value of the fund is 

$59,314.00.  The Court further finds that the non-marital portion of the remainder is $15,181.00 

and the marital portion is $44,133. 

42. Respondent has a credit card debt in the amount of $8,000.00 and the debt was 

incurred during the marriage and is therefore marital but is set aside to him as the evidence 

established that prior to the separation Respondent’s credit cards had been paid off and this debt 

was incurred after the parties’ separation.  As a result the Court finds it equitable that this debt be 

set aside to him.   
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43. The Court finds and credits that Petitioner will have $558,090.00 in tax 

obligations as a result of the sale of   That burden will be 

shared in the calculation of the separation of the marital assets and debts though Petitioner will 

be responsible for tax purposes for paying the entirety of the tax on the sale of  

  

44. In totaling the marital assets/debts for each, the Court arrives at the following 

bottom line calculation for each party: 

 Asset/Liability     Husband  Wife 
Proceeds from sale of        $975,000 
(total proceeds 1,950,000 

 50% of which is marital) 
 

 property   $60,000 
 

 401k           $6,413 
 

Northwestern Mutual Rollover IRA     $33,253 
 

 401k    $44,133 
 

 ESOP     $140,571 
 

2018 Mahindra    $14,000 
(debt)      (14,000) 
 
2017 Infiniti        $12,000 

 
Ford Backhoe     $8,000 
(debt)       (6,000) 

 
NASB #763     $2,936 

 
NASB #721     $7,536 

 
Commerce Bank #2213      $12 

 
Commerce Bank #3873      $644 

 
IRS debt        (279,045) 
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(558,090 total debt 
Of which 50% is marital) 
 
TOTAL     $257,820  $735,633 
 
TOTAL MARITAL ESTATE = 993,453 
  
45. The Court finds that $238,906.50 is the difference in the martial estates between 

the parties and that an equitable division of the property requires that Petitioner pay to 

Respondent the sum of $200,000.00 to provide for an equitable division of the property.  Said 

payment will be due within one hundred and twenty (120) days from the date of this Judgment.   

46. Based upon the above, the Court finds that Petitioner shall receive as her sole and 

separate property/liabilities the following assets and debts: 

Lake Lotawana home, , Lake Lotawana, MO 64086   

2017 Infiniti QX30      

Commerce Bank #2213      

Commerce Bank #9297      

Commerce Bank #9736 

Commerce Bank #3873      

   

                        Northwestern Rollover IRA #2721     

Northwestern Mutual #8594 

All insurance policies insuring her life  

Household goods & furnishings now in her possession  

Tax liability as result of sale of    

47. Based upon the foregoing, the Court finds that Respondent shall receive as his 

sole and separate property/liabilities the following assets and debts:  
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 Road Property     

2018 Mahindra Roxor       
(Debt to Central Bank of Midwest) 
     
Ford Backhoe  
(Debt owed to his mother) 
 
2008 Ford 350 
 
2007 Ford F150 

2013 Harley Davidson    

NASB #763       

NASB #721        

 Corp. ESOP       

 Corp. 401(k)      

Household goods & furnishings now in his possession 

Barklay Credit Card debt    

48. The parties have previously split their personal property not otherwise mentioned 

herein and neither requests any other personal property in the possession of the other party at the 

time of dissolution hearing. 

49. The Court notes that said division of the assets and debts is fair and reasonable 

and not unconscionable.   

50. That Petitioner and Respondent shall each be responsible for their own attorney’s 

fees and costs incurred herein with Petitioner being responsible for the filing fee costs of this 

action, which were previously paid upon the filing of her Petition. 
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 WHEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the 

marriage heretofore existing between Petitioner, , and Respondent, 

, is hereby dissolved. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that 

Respondent shall receive the real property known as Rd., Kansas 

City, Jackson County, Missouri, legally described as: 

All that part of the Southeast 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 31, 
Township  Range  in Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri, 
described as follows: Beginning at the intersection of the North right of 
way line of  as now established, and the East line of said 1/4 114 
Section; thence West along said North right of way line, a distance of 595 
feet, more or less to an angle point in said right of way line; thence 
Northwesterly and continuing along said right of way line, a distance of 
50 feet, more or less, to a point on the East right of way line of  

 Road, as now established; thence North along said East right of way 
line, a distance of 45 feet, more or less, to the point of curve in said right 
of way line; thence Northerly and Northwesterly along said right of way 
line along a curve to the left, having a radius of 766.20 feet, an arc 
distance of 873.12 feet; thence Northwesterly and continuing along said 
right of way line, a distance of 133.50 feet, more or less, to a point on the 
North line of said 1/4 1/4 Section; thence East along the North line of said 
1/4 1/4 Section, a distance of 1215 feet, more or less, to the Northeast 
corner, thereof; thence South along the East line of said 114 1/4 Section, a 
distance of 785 feet, more or less to the point of beginning. EXCEPT that 
part now platted as the  

 recorded November 10. 2008 as Document No. 
2008E0117701, more described as follows: A tract of land being located in 
the Northeast Quarter of Section 31, Township North, Range  West, 
in Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri and being more particularly 
described as follows: Commencing at the Southeast corner of the 
Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 31, Township  
North, Range  West; thence N87 Degrees 19' 55"W on the South line of 
said Quarter Quarter Section a distance of 490.43 feet to the point of 
beginning of the tract of [and to be described; thence N87 Degrees 19' 
55'W continuing on the South line of said Quarter Quarter Section a 
distance of 14.05 feet; thence SO2 Degrees 40' 05'W a distance of 131.61 
feet; thence S63 Degrees 09' 00"E a distance of 122.05 feet; thence 802 
Degrees 40' 05"W a distance of 135.00 feet; thence N87 Degrees 19' 55'W 
a distance of 380.00 feet to a point being on the East right of way line of 

Road as now established; thence on a curve to the left on 
the East right of way line of  Road having a radius of 766.20 
feet, a chord bearing N47 Degrees 54  42 W, a chord length of 413.43 feet 
and an arc distance of 418.62 feet; thence N63 Degrees 33' 03"W 
continuing on the East right of way line of  Road a distance 
of 133.94 feet to a point being on the South line of the Northeast Quarter 
of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 31; thence S87 Degrees 19' 55"E 
on the South line of said Quarter Quarter Section a distance of 226.31 feet; 
thence NO2 Degrees 01' 46"E a distance of 237.00 feet; thence 587 
Degrees 19' 55"E a distance of 371.05 feet; thence S40 Degrees 58' 43"E a 
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distance of 43.11 feet; thence S23 Degrees 54' 54"E a distance of 43.77 feet; 
thence S57 Degrees 04' 56BE a distance of 42.31 feet; thence S79 Degrees 
53' 32"E a distance of 42.78 feet; thence SO2 Degrees 01' 46"W a distance 
of 139.80 feet to the Point of Beginning, 

 
as his sole and separate property. Petitioner shall execute a Quit Claim Deed evidencing 

this transfer of ownership within thirty days.   

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

shall receive the real property known as , Lake Lotawana, Jackson 

County, Missouri, legally described as: , LAKE LOTAWANA, A 

SUBDIVISION IN THE CITY OF LAKE LOTAWANA, JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI, 

as her sole and separate property.  Respondent shall execute a Quit Claim Deed 

evidencing this transfer of potential marital interest.   

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

shall receive the real property known as , Lake Lotawana, Jackson 

County, Missouri, legally described as:  LAKE LOTAWANA, A 

SUBDIVISION IN THE CITY OF LAKE LOTAWANA, JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI, 

as her sole and separate property.  Respondent shall execute a Quit Claim Deed 

evidencing this transfer of potential marital interest.   

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that 

Respondent shall receive as his sole and separate property, the 2018 Mahindra Roxor.  

Respondent shall be responsible for all personal property taxes and any other liabilities 

associated with ownership of the vehicle, including the debt encumbering the asset in 

the approximate amount of $14,000.00 owed to Central Bank of the Midwest. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that 

Respondent shall receive the 2013 Harley Davidson Street Glide 1687CC as his sole and 
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separate property.  Respondent shall be responsible for all personal property taxes and 

any other liabilities associated with ownership.   

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that 

Respondent shall receive the 2008 Ford 350 and the 2007 Ford 150 as his sole and 

separate property.  Respondent shall be responsible for all personal property taxes and 

any other liabilities associated with ownership.   

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

shall receive the 2017 Infiniti QX30 as her sole and separate property.  Petitioner shall 

be responsible for all personal property taxes and any other liabilities associated with 

ownership.   

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that 

Respondent shall receive as his sole and separate property, the Ford 655A backhoe.  

Respondent shall be responsible for all personal property taxes and any other liabilities 

associated with ownership of the Backhoe, including the debt encumbering the asset in 

the approximate amount of $6,000.00.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Commerce 

Bank account ending in 2213 shall be closed and Petitioner shall receive the balance in 

the account as her sole and separate property.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that 

Respondent shall receive the accounts ending in 0763 and 0721 at North American 

Savings Bank as his sole and separate property.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

shall receive Commerce Bank accounts ending in 3873 and 9297 as her sole and 

separate property.  
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

shall receive the Commerce Bank account ending in 9736 as her sole 

and separate property.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

shall receive her Northwestern Mutual account ending in 8594 as her sole and separate 

property.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that 

Respondent is solely liable for the approximately $8,000.00 in debt owed on his 

Barclays credit card.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

is solely liable for the tax liability to be incurred from the sale of  

assets that will be passed through to her from the sale of .   

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

shall receive her retirement accounts, specifically her Northwestern Mutual IRA account 

and her  401(k) account.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED Respondent 

shall receive his . 401(k) Profit Sharing Plan and Respondent’s  

Employee Stock Ownership Plan as his sole and separate property.  

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED ADJDUGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

shall receive her non-marital Northwestern Mutual whole life policy that a zero cash 

value and a death benefit of $50,000.00 as her sole and separate property. Petitioner 

shall receive her non-marital Northwestern Mutual term life policy that has a zero cash 

value and a death benefit of $700,000.00 as her sole and separate property.  
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that each party 

shall receive all household goods and personal items in their possession.   

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that 

Respondent shall not receive maintenance now or in the future, and said judgment is 

non-modifiable.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

shall not receive maintenance now or in the future, and said judgment is non-

modifiable. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that Petitioner 

owes to Respondent a payment of Two Hundred Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 

($200,000.00) to effectuate an equitable division of the marital estate and that interest 

is stayed on this judgment for one hundred and twenty (120) days.   

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that each party 

shall pay their own respective attorney fees, and Petitioner has paid the Court costs 

(filing fee) of this action. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the parties 

shall perform the terms and conditions of this Judgment and Decree of Dissolution as 

outlined herein above and shall execute any and all documents necessary to carry out 

the terms thereof. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ADJUDGED AND DECREED that pursuant 

to R.S.Mo. § 452.375.10, the parties are put on notice as follows:  In the event of 

noncompliance with this order, the aggrieved party may file a verified motion for 

contempt.   

  






