
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS 
STATE OF MISSOURI 
PROBATE DIVISION 

) 

) 

) IN THE MATTER OF THE CARE 

AND TREATMENT OF 

PL, 

) 

) 

) 

) 

Cause No.  
Div. 36 

Respondent. 

JUDGMENT AND ORDER 

FILED 
AUG 1 7 2017 

 
CIRCUIT CLERK, ST. LOUIS COUNTY 

COMES NOW THE COURT and makes the following findings of fact and conclusions oflaw 

regarding Respondent's Motion to Dismiss that was taken up with the probable cause hearing in the 

above-styled case. 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

On July 11, 2017, the Attorney General for the State of Missouri filed a petition to have 

respondent PL civilly committed pursuant to the provisions of Missouri's "Sexually Violent Predator 

Act." V.A.M.S. Section 632.480 et seq. 

The following day on July 12, 2017, the probate judge entered her Findings and Order for 

Detention and Service, which compelled the sheriff of St. Louis County take the respondent into 

custody. The Court set a probable cause hearing on July 28, 2017 at 10:00 AM for the respondent to 

have an opportunity to appear and contest probable cause whether he is a sexually violent predator. 

On July 20, 2017, attorney for the respondent entered his appearance and filed a motion to 

continue the probable cause hearing. The hearing was continued to August 11, 2017 at 1 :30 PM. and 

assigned to Division 8. 
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On August 7, 2017, after consultation with counsel, the Court on its own motion recused itself 

from further proceedings. The acting presiding judge and the probate judge reassigned the case to the 

undersigned judge to serve as deputy probate judge for the purposes of hearing the above-styled case. 

On August 8, 2017, Respondent's counsel filed his motion to dismiss. On August 10, 2017, 

State of Missouri filed its response. On August 11, 201 7, Respondent filed memorandum in support of 

his motion to dismiss. 

On August 11, 2017, Respondent's motion to dismiss was argued and heard with the probable 

cause hearing. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

The State of Missouri via its petition alleges that Respondent, PL, is currently confined in the 

custody of the Department of Corrections for sexual misconduct involving a child, failure to register 

as a sex offender and possession of child pornography, charges originating in St. Louis County, 

Missouri. 

The State of Missouri alleges that by notice received from the Missouri Department of 

Corrections, Respondent PL "may meet the criteria of a sexually violent predator as defined by statute 

... ". 

The State of Missouri does not allege that the crimes for which respondent is currently confined 

meet the criteria for "sexually violent offenses" but instead alleges the respondent's conviction from a 

plea of guilty to a felony in the District Court of El Paso County, Colorado meets the definition of a 

"sexually violent offense" as defined by Section 632.480 (4), RSMo. 

In January 2003, Respondent pled guilty to Attempted Sexual Assault on a Child, a Class 5 

Felony, in that he attempted to commit the crime of sexual ·assault on a child by taking a substantial 

·step to subject the child, not his spouse, to sexual contact and said child was less than 15 years of age

and that the respondent was at least four years older than the child in violation of Colorado's revised
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Respondent's conviction for attempted sexual abuse of a child is not a qualifying offense pursuant to 

the statute and, therefore, the Court finds that there is not probable cause to hold Respondent or to 

allow this petition to proceed. 

WHERFORE, for the above stated reasons, this Court DISMISSES the petition against 

Respondent, and ORDERS that Respondent be released from custody and from further proceedings for 

his civil commitment as a "sexually violent predator." 

SO ORDERED: 

Hon. Joseph L. Green 
Deputy Probate Judge 
21

st Judicial Circuit 

CC: 
St. Louis County Detention Center 
Fax: (314) 615-5174 

Missouri Attorney General 
MP 

Respondent's Counsel 
ES 
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